above, and they do not derive the rule for placing the blood above from 
that governing placing the blood below. Or take the following route: 
They derive the rule governing the disposition of the blood of the 
bullock from the rule governing the disposition of the blood of the 
bullock, and they should not derive the rule governing the disposition 
of the blood of the bullock from the rule governing the disposition of 
the blood of the goat. Scripture states, “And do with [the goat’s] blood 
just as he did with the blood of the bull” (Lev. 16:15). This means that 
all of the rites pertaining to the two of them should be exactly the 
same. Just as the blood of the bullock is tossed below seven times, so 
the blood of the goat is tossed below seven times. Just as the blood of 
the goat is tossed above one time, so the blood of the bullock is tossed 
above one time. 


6. 1:6: “Thus he shall make atonement [for] the holy place” (Lev. 16:16). 
The meaning is that he has to aim his tossings of the blood at the holy 
place. 


cf 1:7: [With reference to Lev. 16:18:” Then he shall go out to the altar 
which is before the Lord and make atonement for it and shall take 
some of the blood of the bull and [some] of the blood of the goat and 
put it on the horns of the altar round about” (= M. 5:4CC):] said R. 
Nehemiah, “Since we find it stated with regard to the bullock that is 
brought because of violation in error of ‘any of the 
commandments,’ (Lev. 4:1ff), that the priest stands outside the altar 
and sprinkles the blood toward the curtain, when he sprinkles, it is 
possible to suppose that here too the priest does the same. 
“Accordingly, Scripture states, ‘which is before the Lord.’” And where 
was it? It was on the inner side of the altar. Or perhaps the reference is 
only to the outer altar? Scripture states, “which is before the Lord.” Lo, 
it speaks only of the inner altar. 


8. 1:8: All concur in the case of the bullock of the anointed priest and of 
the community [mentioned at Lev. 4:1ff.] that it is not necessary that 
the blood actually reach [the altar]. Where there is a dispute it concerns 
the bullock and the goat offered on the Day of Atonement. There is a 
Tannaite authority who teaches that it has to reach [the spot]. There is 
a Tannaite authority who teaches that it does not have to reach [the 
spot] 


[B] THEN HE EMPTIED THE BLOOD OF THE BULLOCK INTO THE BLOOD OF THE GOAT, 
AND POURED THE CONTENTS OF THE FULL BASIN INTO THE EMPTY ONE. AND HE 
WENT OUT TOWARD THE ALTAR WHICH IS BEFORE THE LORD” (Lev. 16:18). 
THIS REFERS TO THE GOLDEN ALTAR. 


